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Colorado Revised 
Statutes require a finding 
of high fire danger based 
competent scientific 
evidence

Sources

National Weather Service

National Interagency Fire Center’s 
(NIFC) Predictive Services unit

Missoula Fire Sciences Laboratory

Local 10-Hour Fuel Observations 



May Outlook



May to July Precipitation









US Drought Monitor

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?CO


Earliest & Worst SWE in South Platte Basin



Local Fuel Moistures



Fuel Moistures Support Fire Danger

Scott and Burgan (2005) define 10-hr dead fuel moisture thresholds 
such that “Very Low” moisture is approximately 4 % and “Low” 
moisture is around 7 %.  
In the National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS), when 10-hr fuel 
moisture drops into these “Low” or “Very Low” ranges, the NFDRS fire 
danger rating typically escalates to “High” or above, reflecting 
significantly elevated fire potential. 
Such conditions indicate that fine dead fuels are sufficiently dry to 
support rapid ignition and fire spread, warranting heightened fire 
management attention.





In Summary

• Fire Danger has been trending high
• More Red Flag days to date than all of 2025
• Brief periods of moisture
• Expected continued high fire danger
• Long term conditions will worsen, increasing fire danger to high, very 

high, and extreme
• Resolution finding high fire danger will restrict the use of fireworks in 

the unincorporated County unless conditions improve
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