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2025 Recap

ONE BIG BEAUTIFUL BILL
• Trump Tax Cuts
• Tax reform
• SNAP benefit cuts
• Ag policy
• Defense spending
• Border security
• Air traffic control
• Space infrastructure
• Coast guard
• Energy production
• Repeal IRA
• ACA cuts



2026 Electoral Landscape

119th Congress Today
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2026 Outlook – Congress Current State of Play

Congress Ended a Partial Government Shutdown

$1.2 trillion package includes –
▪ Five full-year appropriations bills enacted
▪ A two-week continuing resolution for DHS to allow more time for negotiations on immigration 

enforcement
▪ Guaranteed back pay for furloughed federal employees

This week on the Floor: Signaling a focus on housing, national security, technology and foreign policy



2026 Outlook – Administration Current State of Play

❖ State of the Union upcoming on February 24th, 2026

❖ Presidential FY27 budget expected any day now

❖ The White House is preparing for the next DHS deadline where Democrats are pushing for new 

guardrails on ICE and CBP, such as body-cam requirements and limits on sensitive site-raids

❖ Intensifying immigration crack down & public backlash following events in MN

❖ International diplomacy involving indirect nuclear talks with Iran

❖ New trade & security action on Russia modifying U.S. duties



FY2026 Appropriations Wrap-up

Congress Has Funded approximately 96% of the Government
• Eleven out of Twelve FY26 appropriations bills have been enacted
• Those enacted bills cover defense, labor-HHS-education, THUD, FSGG, and more
• The one outstanding bill is Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

DHS in the Spotlight
• Funding for DHS currently runs only through February 13th, under a short-term Continuing Resolution (CR)
• Party disagreements over immigration reform = contentious negotiations
• Democrats seek stronger oversight of ICE and CBP operations
• Republicans push for stricter sanctuary-city restrictions & more protections for enforcement officers

High Probability: A short-term CR for DHS Funding
Medium Probability: A small bi-partisan compromise package focused on ICE/CBP oversight v. enforcement activities
Low Probability: A year-long CR for DHS

What happens if DHS isn’t funded by February 13th?
✓ ICE & CBP continue to operate, as they are pre-funded operations with existing resources
✓ FEMA & TSA could face operational disruptions



FY2027 Appropriations Update

1. FY27 Appropriations are Beginning – as FY26 Completes
➢ Congressional offices are starting to prepare for FY27 requests and encourage organizations to 

begin early engagement so as not to miss Member deadlines 
➢ This is especially important in an election-shortened year which means fewer legislative 

workweeks, earlier subcommittee deadlines, and reduced floor time for appropriations bills

2. Release of the President’s Budget will Launch the Formal Process
➢ The budget is expected in early-mid February
➢ Sets the Administration’s funding priorities and informs the topline spending debate
➢ Congress, not the White House, sets actual funding levels

3.   Uncertainty Over if Congress will Pass a Budget Resolution
➢ Congressional Budget Resolution sets the topline discretionary funding levels and guides 

subcommittee allocations
➢ A divided Congress does not guarantee the easy passing of a budget resolution
➢ In 2025, House Republicans used the resolution to advance the “One Big, Beautiful” reconciliation 

bill, some in the 2026 majority may push for a similar reconciliation vehicle this year



2026 Overall Legislative Outlook

High-priority Bills Expected to Advance this Year:
NDAA
FY27 Appropriations

High-priority Bills Seeking Movement:
Farm Bill: prior authorizations end at the end of FY26
TSCA Reform-Reform
Permitting Reform
Health Reform 3.0
Surface Transportation Reauthorization
 



Key Items Coming up:

▪ Congress to focus on federal 
workforce protections, civil 
service rulings, and hiring reforms

▪ AI and workplace safety (multiple 
congressional hearings in 
Feb/March ’26)

▪ Potential 2026 labor law reform 
package

▪ Retirement modernization 

▪ Oversight of federal workforce 
reductions and OMP reporting

Workforce

Key Items Coming up:

▪ Healthcare affordability, 
especially related to prescription 
drug pricing

▪ Oversight hearings on fraud & 
waste in health programs

▪ Provider workforce and access 
issues, related especially to 
seniors 

▪ Public health regulations, health 
IT developments and upcoming 
CMS rules

▪ Coverage & affordability fallout 
from expiring ACA subsidies

Public Health

Key Items Coming up:

▪ K-12 – proposals to consolidate 
various K-12 formulas and 
competitive grant programs; 
school choice expansion

▪ Higher Education – rising college 
tuition costs, transparency 
reforms for institutions “College 
Transparency Act” , 

▪ Education-Workforce alignment 
(CTE, apprenticeships), Pell Grant 
preservation and funding 
oversight

▪ Technology and AI in schools

Education

Arapahoe County – Top Priorities



Arapahoe County: Congressional Directed Spending 2026 Successes 
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