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Overview
• Informational Only – No Decisions Needed
• Current Funding Process
• Current Service Level & Gaps
• Funding Approaches for Other Counties
• Options with Additional 1A Funding



Current Funding Process
• Transportation Funds

• Road & Bridge Fund (Fund 16)
• Infrastructure Fund (Fund 42)
• General Fund (Fund 10) - Professional Services

• Road & Bridge Fund – Fund 16
• Each county in Colorado is required to have a Road & Bridge Fund (CRS 43-2-202 & 203)
• Highway Users Tax Fund is largest revenue source CRS 43-4-201-207

• Includes FASTER distribution SB09-108, Transportation Fees to HUTF (fuel, delivery, EV 
registration) SB21-260

• Property Tax
• Per Road & Bridge Statute CRS 43-2-202: is to consist of revenue from the levied tax 

authorized by 43-2-203 and is to be spent on road and bridge construction, maintenance and 
administration. Municipalities are entitled to receive 50% of the revenue from the road and 
bridge property tax mill levy. Funding is not permitted from the General Fund (CRS30-25-106).

• Arapahoe County adjusts the mill levy each year to keep revenue flat (Roughly $5.7M/year)



Current Funding Process (cont.)
• Specific Ownership Tax

• Increased $750,000 starting in 2021
• Increased $1.5 million in 2022 after CentrePoint debt was paid off

• Mineral Severance Tax
• Infrastructure Fund – Fund 42

• Funds only capital construction costs of individual road, highway and drainage 
projects

• Funds from the Capital Expenditure Fund for the Capital Improvement Program 
and transferred to the Infrastructure Fund for transportations needs.

• Local, State and Federal matching funds for cooperation and partnership 
projects

• Developer contributions
• Transportation Impact Fees

• Regional Transportation Impact Fees/Rural Transportation Impact Fees



Revenue Sources 2019-2024
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Current Service Level & Gaps

• Infrastructure Services – Road & Bridge Fund and Transportation (Fund 42)

• Levels of service significantly reduced or completely eliminated in Road & Bridge programs due to lack of 
funding.  Significant backlog of deferred maintenance. We will discuss current levels of service in more 
detail on following slide

• Significant backlog of capital projects that are needed for safety, compliance, sustainability, and overall 
quality of life.  If not funded they shift “right”, but don’t go away. 

• What are the most critical needs?
• Ongoing funding to maintain Road & Bridge assets at the current condition level and address the 

current backlog of deferred maintenance that keeps growing each year
• Ongoing funding for capital projects to help improve safety and compliance, alleviate congestion, and 

provide multi-modal and sustainable transportation options



Current Service Level & Gaps



Approaches for Other Counties
• Researched the 10-County Member Counties

• Four counties have a fixed mill levy for their Road & Bridge Fund 
• allows property tax revenue and shareback with their 

municipalities to grow
• Five counties collect a transportation sales tax of some form 

ranging from 0.1% to 1.0%
• Adams: 0.2% sales tax for transportation projects (remitted to 

County and cities based upon where the tax was collected)
• Boulder: 0.1% transportation sales tax with 0.085% deposited in 

Road & Bridge Fund for transportation projects



Approaches for Other Counties (cont.)
• Douglas: 0.4% of the 1.0% sales and use tax goes to Road Sales 

& Use Tax Fund (there is a shareback with the municipalities), 
0.18% of the 1.0% sales and use tax goes to the Transportation 
Infrastructure Fund

• El Paso: 0.57% sales tax to be used on paving, preventative 
maintenance and concrete work

• Pueblo: 1.0% sales tax to maintain Pueblo West streets and 
roads



Options with Additional 1A Funding
• Road & Bridge Fund

• Increase the property tax allocation of the County mill levy to the Road & Bridge Fund
• Approximately 50% of any increase is shared back with municipalities 
• Mill levy could be adjusted to obtain a higher property tax revenue amount that is held flat
• Mill levy could be increased and held constant allowing property tax to naturally fluctuate with changes in the 

assessed value of property
• Would adversely affect other property tax funds at a 2:1 ratio 

• Shift the allocation of specific ownership tax from the General Fund to the Road & Bridge Fund
• Ongoing or one-time infusion

• Adjust methodology for funding replacement of equipment/vehicles including maintenance
• Extend life and IG rents of equipment to reflect longevity and lessen budget impact

• Infrastructure Fund
• Increase the property tax allocation of the County mill levy to the Capital Expenditure Fund

• Could be temporary for a few years or ongoing
• Use one-time funds for capital roadway projects in the short-term

To account for proper planning and long-term efficiency and benefits, PWD recommends having a dollar amount that is 
dedicated and can be used over multiple years instead of annually.   
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