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The Hazards of Chain-Link Gates and Fences for Dogs: 
Medical Risks and Injury Mechanisms 
 
Chain-link fencing is widely used in residential, commercial, and veterinary settings due 
to its affordability, durability, and visibility. However, for dogs that exhibit behaviors such 
as chewing, pawing, or attempting to escape confinement, chain-link gates and fences 
present significant and often underrecognized safety hazards. 
Dogs that interact with these structures inappropriately are at risk for a range of acute 
traumatic injuries and chronic medical conditions, some of which may result in 
permanent damage or require extensive veterinary medical intervention. 

 
Behavioral Risk Factors 
Certain behaviors increase the likelihood of injury associated with chain-link fencing: 
• Barrier frustration or separation anxiety 
• Escape-driven behavior 
• Territorial reactivity toward stimuli outside the enclosure 
• Compulsive chewing or repetitive behaviors 
• High-energy or working breeds with strong drive 

These behaviors often lead to repeated contact with the fence, particularly at gates, 
corners, or areas of perceived weakness. 
 
Mechanical Hazards of Chain-Link Structures 
Chain-link fencing presents unique physical risks due to: 
• Open diamond-shaped metal pattern that can entrap teeth, jaws, or limbs 
• Rigid wire edges and junction points capable of cutting or puncturing tissue 
• Flexibility under force, which can worsen entrapment injuries 
• Gate gaps and hinges that create pinch points 

 
 
 



Common Injury Mechanisms 
1. Oral and Dental Entrapment 
Dogs that bite or chew chain-link may become physically stuck, leading to panic and 
forceful attempts to disengage. 
Resulting injuries include: 

• Tooth fractures (especially canines and incisors) 
• Tooth avulsion (complete displacement) 
• Jaw trauma or temporomandibular joint (TMJ) injury 
• Severe gingival lacerations 

 
2. Maxillofacial Trauma 
Forceful pulling against the fence can result in: 
• Soft tissue tearing of lips and gums 
• Deep puncture wounds to the muzzle 
• Facial swelling and infection 
• Exposure of bone or tooth roots 

 
3. Limb Entrapment and Orthopedic Injury 
Dogs attempting to climb or push through fencing may trap a paw or limb. 
Potential outcomes: 

• Nail avulsion or toe fractures 
• Ligament sprains or ruptures 
• Long bone fractures 
• Joint dislocations 

 
4. Lacerations and Soft Tissue Injury 
Sharp wire ends or broken sections can cause: 
• Linear or jagged lacerations 
• Puncture wounds 
• Degloving injuries (separation of skin from underlying tissue) 

These injuries are particularly prone to contamination and infection. 
 
Associated Medical Conditions 
Injuries sustained from chain-link fencing frequently lead to secondary medical 
complications, including: 
Infection and Abscess Formation 
• Oral wounds are highly susceptible to bacterial contamination 



• Puncture wounds may seal superficially while trapping infection beneath 
Osteomyelitis 
• Infection of bone, particularly following deep oral or limb trauma 
• Requires prolonged treatment and may be difficult to resolve 

Periodontal Disease and Chronic Oral Pain 
• Damaged teeth and gums predispose to long-term dental disease 
• May result in decreased appetite, behavioral changes, and systemic health 

impacts 
Neurologic Injury 
• Trauma to facial nerves or limbs may cause: 

• Loss of sensation 
• Motor deficits 
• Chronic neuropathic pain 

Chronic Lameness 
• Resulting from improperly healed fractures or ligament injuries 

Behavioral Deterioration 
• Pain and repeated failed escape attempts can worsen: 

• Anxiety 
• Aggression 
• Compulsive behaviors 

 
Severity and Long-Term Consequences 
In severe cases, injuries associated with chain-link fencing can lead to: 
• Permanent disfigurement 
• Loss of teeth or jaw function 
• Chronic infection requiring surgical intervention 
• Amputation (in extreme limb injuries) 
• Reduced quality of life 

These outcomes often require advanced veterinary care, including surgery, long-term 
medication, and rehabilitation. 
 
Conclusion 
While chain-link fencing is a common containment solution, in a veterinary hospital 
setting, it poses serious risks to dogs. The combination of structural design and 
behavioral drive creates a high-risk scenario for traumatic injury and subsequent 
medical complications.  This is completely avoidable by using a fencing system that is 
rigid and has significantly smaller gaps preventing the injuries that result from chain-link. 
Please see the following images to reference said injuries.  Warning: Images are of a 
graphic nature.  



Broken canine tooth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Lacerated gum tissue and 
damaged canine tooth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Degloving of the lower 
mandible 
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